150    GEORGE   V.  KING  AND   EMPEROR
and I would gladly have travelled ten times the
distance for the honour of such an interview/'
The celebrations in Calcutta culminated in
the ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of
the hall erected in commemoration of Queen
Victoria. The words which the Prince pro-
nounced on this occasion are not only eloquent,
but they sum up once for all the emotions
excited by his experience of India and of its
people.
The Prince said:
u We are met to-day to commemorate a
great sorrow and a great love. Everywhere
the Princess of Wales and myself in our jour-
ney through this vast and varied land have
had almost daily evidence of the ample manner
in which India has returned the affection of
her first Queen - Empress, ... To us this
wonderful expression of gratitude brings natu-
ral pride and warm hopes. The Taj, which
has delighted and fascinated us by its beauty
and by its story, can never be rivalled in
its grace. But in generations to come this
memorial to a great Queen, whose sympathy
conquered distance and space, may present to
the historian reflections as hallowed as those
which are inspired by the Taj Mahal."
This consideration may indeed compensate
for what is lacking in artistic beauty in the